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FICTION
THE CAGE BY BONNIE KISTLER

(PICKED BY SM)

On a cold Sunday night, two women are alone in the offices of fashion conglomerate Claudine
de Martineau International. One is the company's human resources director. Impeccably
dressed and perfectly coiffed, she sits at her desk and stares somberly out the window. Down
the hall, her colleague, one of the company's lawyers, is buried under a pile of paperwork,
frantically rushing to finish. Leaving at the same time, the two women, each preoccupied by her
own thoughts, enter the elevator that will take them down from the 30th floor. When they arrive
at the lobby, one of the women is dead. Was it murder or suicide? (352 pgs)

THE SWIMMERS BY JULIE OTSUKA

(PICKED BY BS)

The swimmers are unknown to each other except through their private routines (slow lane, fast
lane), and the solace each takes in their morning or afternoon laps. But when a crack appears
at the bottom of the pool, they are cast out into an unforgiving world without comfort or relief.
One of these swimmers is Alice, who is slowly losing her memory. For Alice, the pool was a final
stand against the darkness of her encroaching dementia. Without the fellowship of other
swimmers and the routine of her daily laps she is plunged into dislocation and chaos, swept
into memories of her childhood and the Japanese internment camp in which she spent the war.
Narrated by Alice's daughter, who witnesses her stark and devastating decline, The
Swimmers is a searing, intimate story of mothers and daughters, and the sorrows of implacable
loss. (192 pgs)

DEAD SILENCE BY S. A. BARNES

(PICKED BY SP)

Claire Kovalik is days away from being unemployed—made obsolete—when her beacon repair
crew picks up a strange distress signal. With nothing to lose and no desire to return to Earth,
Claire and her team decide to investigate. What they find at the other end of the signal is a
shock: the Aurora, a famous luxury space-liner that vanished on its maiden tour of the solar
system more than twenty years ago. A salvage claim like this could set Claire and her crew up
for life. But a quick trip through the Aurora reveals something isn’t right. Whispers in the dark.
Flickers of movement. Words scrawled in blood. Claire must fight to hold onto her sanity and
find out what really happened on the Aurora, before she and her crew meet the same ghastly
fate. (352 pgs)

A WOMAN IS NO MAN BY ETAF RUM

(PICKED BY KT)

In Brooklyn, eighteen-year-old Deya is starting to meet with suitors. Though she doesn’t want
to get married, her grandparents give her no choice. History is repeating itself: Deya’s mother,
Isra, also had no choice when she left Palestine as a teenager to marry Adam. Though Deya
was raised to believe her parents died in a car accident, a secret note from a mysterious, yet
familiar-looking woman makes Deya question everything she was told about her past. As the
narrative alternates between the lives of Deya and Isra, she begins to understand the dark,
complex secrets behind her community. (339 pgs)
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THE ACCOMPLICE BY LISA LUTZ

(PICKED BY SM)

Owen Mann is charming, privileged, and chronically dissatisfied. Luna Grey is secretive,
cautious, and pragmatic. Despite their differences, they begin forming a bond the moment they
meet in college. Their names soon become indivisible--Owen and Luna, Luna and Owen--and stay
that way even after an unexplained death rocks their social circle. Years later, they're still best
friends when Luna finds Owen's wife brutally murdered. The police investigation sheds some
light on long-hidden secrets, but it can't penetrate the wall of mystery that surrounds Owen. To
get to the heart of what happened and why, Luna has to dig up the one secret she's spent her
whole life burying. (368 pgs)

THE DEPARTMENT OF RARE BOOKS AND SPECIAL COLLECTIONS

BY EVA JURCZYK (PICKED BY SLS)

Liesl Weiss has been (mostly) happy working in the rare books department of a large university,
managing details and working behind the scenes to make the head of the department look
good. But when her boss has a stroke and she's left to run things, she discovers that the library's
most prized manuscript is missing. Liesl tries to sound the alarm and inform the police about the
missing priceless book but is told repeatedly to keep quiet to keep the doors open and the
donors happy. But then a librarian goes missing as well. Liesl must investigate both
disappearances, unspooling her colleagues' pasts like the threads of a rare book binding as it
becomes clear that someone in the department must be responsible for the theft. What Liesl
discovers about the manuscripts she has worked among for so long—and about the people who
preserve and revere them—shakes the very foundation on which she has built her life. (336 gs)

OLGA DIES DREAMING BY XOCHITL GONZALEZ

(PICKED BY SLS)

It's 2017, and Olga and her brother, Prieto Acevedo, are bold-faced names in their hometown of
New York. Prieto is a popular congressman representing their gentrifying Latinx neighborhood
in Brooklyn while Olga is the tony wedding planner for Manhattan's powerbrokers. Despite their
alluring public lives, behind closed doors things are far less rosy. Sure, Olga can orchestrate the
love stories of the 1%, but she can't seem to find her own...until she meets Matteo, who forces
her to confront the effects of long-held family secrets... Twenty-seven years ago, their mother,
Blanca, abandoned her children to advance a militant political cause, leaving them to be raised
by their grandmother. Now, with the winds of hurricane season, Blanca has come back into
their lives. Set in New York City in the months surrounding the most devastating hurricane in
Puerto Rico's history, Olga Dies Dreaming is a story that examines political corruption, familial
strife and the very notion of the American dream--all while asking what it really means to
weather a storm. (384 pgs)

A RIVER ENCHANTED BY REBECCA ROSS

(PICKED BY MG)

Jack Tamerlaine hasn’t stepped foot on Cadence in ten years, content to study music at the
mainland university. But when young girls start disappearing from the isle, Jack is summoned
home to help find them. Enchantments run deep on Cadence: gossip is carried by the wind,
plaid shawls can be as strong as armor, and the smallest cut of a knife can instill fathomless
fear. The capricious spirits that rule the isle find mirth in the lives of the humans who call the
land home. Adaira, heiress of the east and Jack’s childhood enemy, knows the spirits only
answer to a bard’s music, and she hopes Jack can draw them forth by song, enticing them to
return the missing girls. As Jack and Adaira reluctantly work together, they find they make
better allies than rivals as their partnership turns into something more. But with each passing
song, it becomes apparent the trouble with the spirits is far more sinister than they first
expected, and an older, darker secret about Cadence lurks beneath the surface, threatening to
undo them all. (480 pgs)

LISTENING STILL BY ANNE GRIFFIN

(PICKED BY BS)

Jeanie Masterson has a gift: she can hear the last words of the dead. Passed down from
generation to generation, this gift means she is able to make wrongs right, to give voice to
unspoken love and dying regrets. She and her father have worked happily alongside each other
for years, but now he's unexpectedly announced that he wants to retire early and leave the
business to her and her life is called into question. Does she really want to be married to the
embalmer, or does she want to be with her childhood sweetheart, off in London? Does she want
to have children, and pass this gift on to them? And does she want to be stuck in this small
town, or is there more of the world she wants to see? Tied to her home by this unusual talent,
she begins to question: what if what she's always thought of as a gift is a curse? (352 pgs)
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THE BEAUTY OF DUSK BY FRANK BRUNI

(PICKED BY SLS)

One morning in late 2017, New York Times columnist Frank Bruni woke up with strangely
blurred vision. Overnight, a rare stroke had cut off blood to one of his optic nerves, rendering
him functionally blind in that eye—forever. He soon learned from doctors that the same disorder
could ravage his left eye, too. In The Beauty of Dusk, Bruni hauntingly recounts his adjustment
to this daunting reality, a medical and spiritual odyssey that involved not only reappraising his
own priorities but also reaching out to, and gathering wisdom from, longtime friends and new
acquaintances who had navigated their own traumas and afflictions. The result is a poignant,
probing, and uplifting examination of the limits that all of us inevitably encounter, the lenses
through which we choose to evaluate them and the tools we have for perseverance. Bruni’s
world blurred in one sense, but sharpened in another. Confronting unexpected hardship, he felt
more blessed than ever before. There was vision lost. There was also vision found. (320 pgs)

SEVEN GAMES BY OLIVER ROEDER

(PICKED BY SLH)

Checkers, backgammon, chess, and Go. Poker, Scrabble, and bridge. These seven games,
ancient and modern, fascinate millions of people worldwide. In Seven Games, Oliver Roeder
charts their origins and historical importance, the delightful arcana of their rules, and the ways
their design makes them pleasurable. Beyond the cultural and personal stories, Roeder
explores why games, seemingly trivial pastimes, speak so deeply to the human soul. He
introduces an early philosopher of games, the aptly named Bernard Suits, and visits an Oxford
cosmologist who has perfected a computer that can effectively play bridge, a game as
complicated as human language itself. Throughout, Roeder tells the compelling story of how
humans, pursuing scientific glory and competitive advantage, have invented AI programs better
than any human player, and what that means for the games—and for us. (320 pgs)

TELL ME EVERYTHING BY ERIKA KROUSE

(PICKED BY BS)

Erika Krouse has one of those faces. “I don’t know why I’m telling you this,” people say, spilling
confessions. In fall 2002, Krouse accepts a new contract job investigating lawsuits as a private
investigator. The role seems perfect for her, but she quickly realizes she has no idea what she’s
doing. Then a lawyer named Grayson assigns her to investigate a sexual assault, a college
student who was attacked by football players and recruits at a party a year earlier. Krouse
knows she should turn the assignment down; her own history with sexual violence makes it all
too personal. But she takes the job anyway, inspired by Grayson’s conviction that he could help
change things forever--and maybe she could, too. Over the next five years, Krouse learns
everything she can about P. I. technique, tracking down witnesses and investigating a culture of
sexual assault and harassment ingrained in the university’s football program. But as the
investigation grows into a national scandal and a historic civil rights case, she finds herself
increasingly consumed. When the case and her life both implode at the same time, she must
figure out how to help win the case without losing herself. (288 pgs)

INDEX, A HISTORY OF THE BY DENNIS DUNCAN

(PICKED BY SLH & SLS)

Charting its curious path from the monasteries and universities of thirteenth-century Europe to
Silicon Valley in the twenty-first, Dennis Duncan reveals how the index has saved heretics from
the stake, kept politicians from high office, and made us all into the readers we are today. We
follow it through German print shops and Enlightenment coffee houses, novelists’ living rooms
and university laboratories, encountering emperors and popes, philosophers and prime
ministers, poets, librarians, and—of course—indexers along the way. Duncan reveals the vast
role of the index in our evolving literary and intellectual culture, and he shows that in the Age
of Search we are all index-rakers at heart. (352 pgs)
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FUNNY FARM BY LAURIE ZALESKI

(PICKED BY MG)

Laurie Zaleski never aspired to run an animal rescue; that was her mother Annie's dream. But
from girlhood, Laurie was determined to make the dream come true. Thirty years later as a
successful businesswoman, she did it, buying a 15-acre farm in the Pinelands of South Jersey.
She was planning to relocate Annie and her caravan of ragtag rescues--horses and goats, dogs
and cats, chickens and pigs--when Annie died, just two weeks before moving day. In her
heartbreak, Laurie resolved to make her mother's dream her own. In 2001, she established the
Funny Farm Animal Rescue outside Mays Landing, New Jersey. Today, she carries on Annie's
mission to save abused and neglected animals. (256 pgs)

YOU BETTER BE LIGHTNING BY ANDREA GIBSON

(PICKED BY SM)

You Better Be Lightning by Andrea Gibson is a queer, political, and feminist collection guided by
self-reflection. The poems range from close examination of the deeply personal to the vastness
of the world, exploring the expansiveness of the human experience from love to illness, from
space to climate change, and so much more in between. One of the most celebrated poets and
performers of the last two decades, Andrea Gibson's trademark honesty and vulnerability are on
full display in You Better Be Lightning, welcoming and inviting readers to be just as they are.
(115 pgs)

52 WAYS TO WALK BY ANNABEL STREETS

(PICKED BY SLH)

We think we know how to walk. After all, walking is one of the very first skills we learn. But
many of us are stuck in our walking routines. 52 Ways to Walk will encourage everyone to
improve how they walk, while also encouraging them to seek out new locations, new walking
companions (our brains age better when we mix up our fellow walkers), new times of the day
and night, and new skills to acquire while walking. Inspirational, backed by science, illuminated
with human anecdote, and bolstered with how-to tips, 52 Ways to Walk will inspire, challenge,
support, and encourage everyone to become more ambitious with their walking practice,
revealing how walking may be the best-kept secret of the supremely healthy and happy, the
creative and well-slept--those with the best posture and sharpest memories. (272 pgs)

THE DARK QUEENS BY SHELLEY PUHAK

(PICKED BY MG)

Brunhild was a Spanish princess, raised to be married off for the sake of alliance-building. Her
sister-in-law Fredegund started out as a lowly palace slave. Yet—in the 6th-century Merovingian
Empire, where women were excluded from noble succession and royal politics was a blood
sport—these two iron-willed strategists reigned over vast realms for decades, changing the face
of Europe. The two queens commanded armies and negotiated with kings and popes. They
formed coalitions and broke them, mothered children and lost them. They fought a years-long
civil war—against each other. They battled to stay alive in the game of statecraft, and in the
process laid the foundations of what would one day be Charlemagne’s empire. Yet after
Brunhild and Fredegund’s deaths, their stories were rewritten, their names consigned to
slander and legend. In The Dark Queens Shelley Puhak sets the record straight. She resurrects
two women in all their complexity, painting a richly detailed portrait of an unfamiliar time and
striking at the roots of some of our culture’s stubbornest myths about female power. (384 pgs)

SOUNDS WILD AND BROKEN BY DAVID HASKELL

(PICKED BY SLS)

We live on a planet alive with song, music, and speech. Haskell explores how these wonders
came to be. In rain forests shimmering with insect sound and swamps pulsing with frog calls we
learn about evolution's creative powers. From birds in the Rocky Mountains and on the streets
of Paris, we discover how animals learn their songs and adapt to new environments. Below the
waves, we hear our kinship to beings as different as snapping shrimp, toadfish, and whales.
Starting with the origins of animal song and traversing the whole arc of Earth history, Haskell
illuminates and celebrates the emergence of the varied sounds of our world. In mammoth ivory
flutes from Paleolithic caves to electronic music in earbuds, we learn that human music and
language belong within this story of ecology and evolution. Yet we are also destroyers, now
silencing or smothering many of the sounds of the living Earth. Sound is a generative force, and
so the erasure of sonic diversity makes the world less creative and beautiful. (448 pgs)
Reviews excerpted from amazon.com and goodreads.com

