o N o o b~ w N P

11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

Page 1

Ml NUTES
HI STORI C REVI EW BOARD PUBLI C HEARI NG
NEW CASTLE COUNTY
DEPARTMENT OF LAND USE
87 READS WAY, NEW CASTLE, DELAWARE
March 15, 2022
5:02 p. m

TRANSCRI PT OF PROCEEDI NGS
BEFORE CHAI RPERSON STEVE JOHNS

Transcri bed by: Jessica Huff

Veritext Lega Solutions
215-241-1000 ~ 610-434-8588 ~ 302-571-0510 ~ 202-803-8830




o N o o b~ w N P

11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

Page 2

A PPEARANCES

BOARD MEMBERS: STEVE JOHNS
BARBARA S| LBER
PERRY PATEL
KAREN ANDERSON
NANETTE SWADEY
JEAN HERSHNER
RAFAEL ZAHRALDDI N

ALSO PRESENT: BETSY HATCH
SHANE BAI LEY
COLLEEN NORRI S

FOR APPLI CATI ON 2022-0136-H
SHAWN TUCKER
GENE BAI LEY
JEFF BROSS
BRI AN DEVI NE
STEVE HUFF
SANDI ZOOK
TONY BROWN
MI CHAEL EMMONS
COUNCI LMAN JOHN CARTI ER

Veritext Lega Solutions
215-241-1000 ~ 610-434-8588 ~ 302-571-0510 ~ 202-803-8830




o N o o b~ w N P

11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

Page 3

FOR APPLI CATI ON 2022-0137-H
KI'M SHOWELL
MI CHAEL EMMONS

FOR APPLI CATI ON 2022-0141-H
COUNCI LWOMAN DEE DURHAM
KEVI N CANECO

Veritext Lega Solutions
215-241-1000 ~ 610-434-8588 ~ 302-571-0510 ~ 202-803-8830




© 00 N oo o A~ w N PP

N NN NN R R R R R R R R R R
N W N P O © 0 N O 0o M W N P O

Page 4

I NDEX
AGENDA PAGE
Application 2022-0054-H 7
Application 2022-0137-H 43
Application 2022-0141-H 67

Veritext Lega Solutions
215-241-1000 ~ 610-434-8588 ~ 302-571-0510 ~ 202-803-8830




© 00 N o o A~ wWw N P

N NN NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O O 0O N O O B W NN —» O

Page 5

PROCEEDI NGS

NOTES: Prior to the start of the
meeting, Ms. Norris indicated that Chairnman Davis was
unable to join the neeting and that the Board nenbers
woul d need to elect a nenber to Chair the neeting in
hi s absence.

On a notion nade by M. Patel and
seconded by Ms. Silber, the Board nmenbers voted
unani mously to elect Steve Johns as Chairperson for
t he heari ng.

The March 15, 2022 Hi storic Revi ew
Board Public Hearing was called to order by M. Johns
at 5:03pm The follow ng Board nmenbers were present at
the start of the neeting:

St eve Johns

Bar bara Sil ber

Perry Pat el

Karen Ander son

Nanette Swadey

Jean Hershner

Ms. Hatch noted that M. Zahral ddin and
M. Davis were absent.

Ms. Hatch read in the public hearing

rul es of order.

Veritext Lega Solutions
215-241-1000 ~ 610-434-8588 ~ 302-571-0510 ~ 202-803-8830




© 00 N o o A~ wWw N P

N NN NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O O 0O N O O B W NN —» O

Page 6

[ RECORDI NG BEI NGS]

MS. HATCH: -- one at a tinme, and state
their name, address, and organization affiliation, if
any, before offering comments. Random comments from
t he audience will not be recognized and the public is
asked to respect the applicant’s right to an orderly
hearing. No recommendations or decisions will be nade
by the Historic Review Board at the hearing today.

The Board will evaluate this information, testinony,
and comments received here at a public business
nmeeting to be held the first Tuesday of next nonth.

MR. JOHNS: Okay, thank you, Betsy. |

notice that we started recordi ng partway through.

M5. HATCH: | have taken M nutes so
far.

MR. JOHNS: | just wondered if we need
to recognize the roll call in any way, for the record?

M5. HATCH: | would defer to Coll een.

M5. NORRIS: It is best practice to
record, but we do have M nutes of the nmeeting which
wll reflect the attendance of the body of the Board,
so we should be fine.

MR. JOHNS: Ckay. Thank you. All

right, so we can continue on. Next item on the agenda
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s ol d business.

Bet sy, do we have any ol d business?

MS. HATCH: There is no old business
t his week.

MR. JOHNS: Ckay. So new busi ness.
Wuld you like to read in the first application?

M5. HATCH. Sure. So our first itemup
for new business is Application 2022-0136-H 4600 Hay
Road, Tax Parcel 06-153.00-006, | ocated on the east
side of Hay Road, north and south of Edgenoor Road
I ntersection. Brandyw ne Hundred. This is a
denmolition permt to denolish a circa 1821 barn
associated with the fornmer Ellerslie Estate.

This property is zoned H, Industrial.
It's wwthin Council District 8.

Bear with ne one nonent, |I'mgoing to
pronote the applicants.

Ckay. Shawn, you should be able to
mut e yoursel f.

MR. TUCKER: Can you hear ne okay?

MR. JOHNS: Yes.

MR. TUCKER: Good eveni ng, everyone,
and thank you for your tine today. M nane, for the

record, is Shawn Tucker, and | represent the property
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owner this evening, D anond State Port.

| think we do have a Power Poi nt for you
tonight, and | did see it start to pop up there for a
noment, | think, before you pronmoted me. | don't know
i f you could bring up that first slide? It m ght
hel p. Very good. Thank you.

Here with ne this evening we shoul d
have on board Gene Bailey, who is the Executive
Director of Dianbnd State Port. We have Brian Devi ne,
and Steve Huff, and Jeff Bross from Verdantas with us,
who are civil engineers involved in this project and
the denolition permt.

From Vi nt age Wood & Forged Iron, which
I's located in Pennsylvania, Sandi Zook shoul d be on
wth us. Corrado is represented by Tony Brown, and
fromthe University of Delaware Center for Historic
Architecture and Design we have M chael Emmons.

| don’t believe I'lIl have to ask each
one of themto speak, but | wanted everybody to know
who was on the call on behalf of this application. |
do realize | have a limted period of tinme, so I'll do
my best to nove through that presentation quickly.

Just a few opening comments, if | may.

As |'msure you're aware, we did submt a letter on
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Oct ober 18, 2021, that should be in your packet, with
an overview of the application that's before you this
evening. | won't go through that 7 page letter
because | think it will eat up our full 15 m nutes,
but | wanted to provide you a witten overview of our
application, and what we're asking for, and why.

Real quick thunmbnail sketch, however,
as you know we're dealing with a property that's
about 113 acres. It is currently zoned Heavy
| ndustrial. It was originally a farmsite from about
200 years ago. That farmis long since gone, and the
property has been used for Heavy Industrial use for
many decades.

In fact, it is currently a RCRA cl eanup
Ssite that's going to require about two feet of capping
with topsoil to fully clean up. This imge, | think,
sort of says it all. Very candidly, it |Iooks like a
dem litarized zone. And it's hard to believe what
these sites look |like as you begin to clean them up
and denolish Heavy Industrial uses here that have been
ongoi ng for decades prior to Dianond State Port
purchasi ng the property.

The property was one of several

properties, as you all may know, that were consi dered
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for port expansion. And this is the one that Di anond
State Port, after careful consideration, considered to
be the nost viable. There is a public private
partnership that has been entered into with Gulftainer
for the operations of the port of this site, and al so,
as you may all know, have already taken over the

operations at the existing port within the city of

W | m ngt on.

And with that, if we could nove into
the -- oh. Let ne at least identify the barn on this
picture. It's right here in the center, for those of

you who may have been trying to find it on the site.

And with that, I'd like to ask the
Departnment to please start the PowerPoint, or | can
start it on ny end, whichever is easier. Thank you
very nuch.

So this is a site rendering that has
been put out publicly over the past couple of years,
that was prepared by Duffield, now known as Verdant as.
Onl i ne should be Brian Devine. Brian, can you hear ne
okay?

MR. DEVINE: Yes. |'m here.

MR. TUCKER: Ckay. M. Devine, for the

record could you identify yourself and just confirm
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who prepared this rendering?

MR. DEVINE: So ny nane is Brian
Devine, I'"'ma civil engineer at Verdantas, and this
was a rendering that was prepared by GIUSA in support
of the public hearings that we had as part of the
environnental permtting for the Edgenoor project.

MR. TUCKER: Ckay. And is this a
rendering of what the future holds at this site, in
terns of Gulftainer's intended operations? |Is this
t heir design, Brian?

MR. DEVINE: Yes. So this is the
concept |evel draw ngs of the container operations and
the (inaudible) facilities, which are going to be
constructed at the site as part of the project.

MR. TUCKER: Okay. And you heard ne
mention earlier about this being a cleanup site, or
RCRA site, and | had nentioned about the two foot of
capping that's going to be required approxi mately on
this site? Can you confirmthat for the record, and
just give folks a quick overview of why that's
necessary?

MR. DEVINE: Yes. So there are sone
| egacy environnental issues at the site that had been

remedi ated by the fornmer owner, and to conpl ete that
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process the Dianond State Port Corporation will be
essentially constructing a two-foot buffer of soil so
that the public access, which may be on the site,
woul d have a linmted exposure to the existing site
soils which may have been inpacted environnentally
over the site's history prior to the current use.

MR. TUCKER: Ckay. And when you say
public access, is it your understanding that you wll
need, | believe it's a TWC card to access the site,
for Homel and Security purposes?

MR. DEVINE: Yes. So the RCRA process
does consi der public access, however this site will be
controlled froma security perspective to have limted
access to only those that have security cl earance,
because this is a site that will be controlled by the
Custons of the United States, as this is an inport
facility where materials will be inported from across
the world into the United States.

So this is limted access to people
t hat have passed a background cl earance through the
TW C process to be able to enter the site.

MR. TUCKER: Ckay. Can you share wth
us what | believe | asked you to prepare for tonight

regardi ng the barn and showing its approximte
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| ocati on? Can you identify that for the Board there
in the center? And I'mcircling it now, since | do
have control, | guess, of the screen. |Is this the
approxi mate | ocati on where the current barn woul d fal
on the site?

MR. DEVINE: Yes. So that's roughly
where the barn is located on the site today. |It's one
of the few remaining standing structures, and with the
future use that's proposed it would be in the center
of where the containers that cone off of these ships
are stacked in preparation for distribution out into
t he hi ghway system

MR. TUCKER: Okay. And as part of your
firms analysis of this site, and applications to
date, did there cone a tine where you were asked to
estimte the average daily trips of truck traffic that
woul d conme in and out of this site by Gulftainer?

MR. DEVINE: We did. So the traffic
| oads that were devel oped for this site were 4,022
trips per day. And that consisted of 2400 trips of
the trucks that access the container yard, and the
remai ni ng were the enployee traffic, which also
support the site operations.

MR. TUCKER: Thank you, M. Devi ne.
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Pl ease stay on the hearing today, as there may be sone
guestions for you, certainly by some of the Historic
Board Revi ew nmenbers as we proceed forward this
evening. |If you can, please.

And with this slide, | believe we have
M chael Emmons online fromthe University of Del aware
to talk a little bit about the historic docunentation
that we've already perfornmed, and is part of a report
that M. Emmons has al ready prepared and it's part of
our application.

M. Emmons, can you hear ne okay?

MR. EMMONS: | can.

MR. JOHNS: Okay. Thank you for
joining us this evening. | know the Board is famli ar
w th you and your qualifications, but for the record
could you just give a quick overview of who you work
for and what you do, please?

MR. EMMONS: Yeah. |'mthe Assistant
Director of the Center for H storic Architecture and
Design at the University of Delaware, and an
architectural historian.

MR. JOHNS: Ckay. And did there cone a
time where you were asked to prepare or docunent this

barn in ternms of its history, and to evaluate it

Veritext Lega Solutions
215-241-1000 ~ 610-434-8588 ~ 302-571-0510 ~ 202-803-8830




© 00 N oo o A~ w N PP

N NN NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N PP O © 00 N O O B W N +— O

Page 15

overall and offer sonme opinion regarding how to
docurment and follow the normal procedures you use at
the University of Del aware on such docunentation?

MR. EMVONS: Yes. | believe it was in
the fall of 2020. W were contacted by Duffield
Associates in order to go out and docunent the barn.

MR. JOHNS: Okay. And for the record,
t hat has been submtted, and that is part of our
application this evening certainly.

Coul d you take a few nonents -- and,
agai n, understanding the limted tinme we have, but |
think this is certainly a critical part of our
presentation -- could you give an overview of your
report regardi ng what you found? Including how the
barn has grown over many decades. |It's use over the
past 100 years for industrial purposes, and it's
current condition. And we can ask the county to nove
t hrough your pictures as you proceed.

MR. EMMONS: Sure. So did this report
you see on the scree now, an evaluative report which
studies the history of the barn and the evol ution of
its architecture. In that report there are al so
measured architectural floorplan draw ngs.

Yes, so we did a first and second
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fl oorplan, nmeasured draw ngs of the barn. There you
see a conjectural drawing we did of what this barn
probably | ooked like in what we call Period 1, which
may even predate 1821. W think there m ght have been
a nore narrow, kind of unique stone barn on place
before it was even as wide as it is today. And then
you can see in blue, red, and green additional
accretions, or additions that occurred to the barn
over tinme.

So there was at |east four building
periods. In the barn you see there, that's a
conjectural drawing. W' re not conpletely sure what
the barn | ooked like originally. There's a |ot of
mystery surrounding this barn and how it involved over
time.

That may have been one of the nore
uni que structures, had it survived in that condition,
because you just don't see narrow, |ong, stone barns
| i ke that. That would have been a really rare
survival, if it had survived | ooking |ike that
conj ectural drawing shows it.

However, it was added to, expanded
multiple tines. So the barn we see today really

represents at |east four historical periods, and
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probably many canpai gns of building and alteration as
it went froman agricultural conplex to an industrial
conpl ex.

So we did the report, we did a couple
of architectural measured drawi ngs, and we did full
phot o docunentati on on the barn.

MR. JOHNS: And, Mke, could you share
alittle bit about the context. When we've talked,
we've talked a little bit on how the origina
farmhouse obviously is no |onger there, it was
denol i shed | ong before the Di anond State Corporate
took title. But could you share a little bit about
your opinion and thoughts on the | oss of the farm and
how t hat affects the historic value of the barn that's
really the only remaining structure. How the |ack of
t he house and farminpacts its historic relevance, in
your opi nion?

MR. EMMONS: Sure. So, you said it.
This is actually a really interesting historical
property. It may even date back to the 18th century,
before another farnstead was built here in the 1820s.
We think there was actually -- like | said, late 18th
century or early 19th century house before the m d-

19th century Italianate mansion that was once on this
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site that F. Scott Fitzgerald and his wife actually
lived in for a brief period of tine.

So this was a really interesting farm
conplex. Unfortunately, alnost nothing of it
survives. Both dwellings have been |lost, a really
neat | ooking carriage house we've seen in sone
historic aerials that was once there. An old fish
house down by the river. Orchards. So had this
property retained nore of its conplex, all of its
bui |l di ngs and structures, it probably would have been
a great candidate for sone kind of preservation.

Unfortunately, with the loss of so nuch
of the conplex, the industrialization of the setting,
and in the future plans here the barn kind of just
survives as the only surviving elenent of a very |large
conplex. And the barn itself has altered, as | said a
few m nutes ago, through several building canpaigns.
And so it doesn't tell a story necessarily, of the
earliest agricultural, but nore of a kind of many
chapters of history on that site.

MR. TUCKER: Thank you. M chael , |
understand you' re here for another hearing as well,
and |'d ask if you could stay |live on Zoomin case

there's sone questions for you fromthe Board nenbers
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as we proceed.

Wth that, | would see if M. Huff can
hear us, and if he's available to talk about his
structural eval uation.

MR. HUFF. Yes, Shawn. Good eveni ng.
| can hear you clearly. Good evening to the Board,

t hank you for your tine. | basically took some of the
observations fromthe photographs in ny report, and |
shared sone of the photographs of four areas. [|'l]I
try to nove things fairly quickly, they are kind of

(i naudi bl e) Board. The first primary observation nade
was concerned with the existing stability of the stone
wal | s.

MR. TUCKER: M. Huff, I'"'msorry to
interrupt. We're having a little trouble hearing you,
you sound a little nmuffled.

MR. HUFF: Okay. Better now?

MR. TUCKER: That's a little better,

t hank you.

MR. HUFF: Al right. 1'Il try to
project a little bit. Thanks for the information,
Shawn.

| was trying to say | wanted to share

sone of the photographs frommy report on a |arger
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scale, so we could see themin a (inaudible) node.
You may have seen fromthe previous

phot ographs that M chael shared, the foundation walls

and actually a portion of the building walls -- we'll
say above the floor elevation for this building -- is
stone and a nortar-like material. This is actually

just one instance that we referenced in the report of
areas where we noticed stones were nisplaced. W
noticed that the nortar-like material had
deteriorated. Otentinmes nost of the (inaudible) in
t he foundation wall .

Here is a significant crack that we saw
fromthe interior of the building. And there's a |ot
of areas that indicate concern (inaudible) and you'll
see in sone of these photographs sone of these
I nstances where there are stone walls, which we feel
are a primary portion of the structural integrity of
the buil ding, have visible deficiencies that can be
clearly seen. That was probably one of the biggest
observati ons we saw.

Here you see sone areas, and this
happens t hroughout the building, but along the
exterior and the interior face of the structure where

we had | ocations, again, deterioration, stone
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m splacenment. This is a location it |ooks |ike
there's been sone sort of mtigation, | guess, nay
have been installed at sonme point.

And that just gives you an idea of sone
of the instances. Here is actually a large portion,
you see the stone at the bottomof the wall, it's an
interior foundation wall. You can kind of see where
the nortar (inaudible), the lack of (inaudible)
deteriorating (inaudible) probably six to eight inches
within the thickness of the wall. So you see that,
and that's obviously going to be an area of concern
when you see that.

That may be the | ast photograph, but in
the interest of noving ahead we can go to the next
area. That was just sone of the areas where we had
seen these (inaudible) deficiencies. Obviously this
brick here appeared to be installed after the original
conpl eted constructi on.

This is an exterior perspective of one
of the north gable walls. You can kind of see the
| ack of nortar |ocations. That sane wall on the other
side of the window. Here you see a |ocation along the
east face above an existing door, where the

(i naudi bl ) has sone issues as well, just
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deterioration of the stone and the nortar that bonds.

The next conmponent, floor and fl oor
sheat hing. We've got sone photographs, and these are
pretty easy to see as you go on the northeast corner.
You can tell in addition to the roof deterioration, we
actually have sizable holes. W actually have a bl ow
up here. That affects the ability of this roof to
support | oad and basic material weights. No | oads.
Here's an instance where it's hard to see in the
phot ograph, but in nmy situation | could see the wave
of the roof. It's kind of hard to see here, but try
to get an idea of how that distortion along the |ength
of that roof.

These next two photographs are
observation along the floor sheathing, and this is the
upper level. And these are areas, this one instance,
where we could see it over tinme with neglect we get
the deterioration of this.

MR. TUCKER: M. Huff, if | could just
pause you for one m nute, and ask the Chairman and the
Board nmenmbers for a little indul gence as we wap up
our PowerPoint. | think we're probably over our 15
m nut es.

MR. JOHNS: Fair enough. Okay.
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MR. TUCKER: Thank you. Continue, M.
Huf f .

MR. HUFF: So here's another picture of
the floor sheathing, and the next photographs we can
just cycle through every few seconds. Primary fram ng
members throughout the building, | note that in the
report.

You can see sone observations where |
had deteriorated cross-sections, visible rust,
structural (inaudible) that was installed after the
original date of construction. This photograph is
actually a tree trunk, or trees that were actually
used for fram ng nenbers. You can see the
deterioration. It's a little tough to see (inaudible)
material s.

The interior view of that roof
deterioration we saw before. And finally, just the
exposure conditions of this structure. It's
approximately 500 feet fromthe banks of the Del aware
River. And you can just tell from sone of the
finishes, the w ndows, the buil ding envel ope, how t hat
had an effect over tinme on the integrity.

MR. TUCKER: M. Huff. At tines the

Del aware River in this area 1s brackish, or includes
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salt. |Is that correct, based on the tide?

MR. HUFF. That's ny under standi ng,
yes.

MR. TUCKER: Ckay. And do you believe
that the salt air, in any way, nay be contributing to
the deterioration of the property?

MR. HUFF: Certainly. Yes. | do
believe it had sone (inaudi ble) negative fashion
(i naudi bl e) .

MR. TUCKER: And you heard the
testinony of M. Devine about the truck traffic that
I s expected as part of the port operation. Do you
have an opinion as to what inpact those types of
trucks would have on a daily basis upon the structure,
I f the structure were to remain in its current site?

MR. HUFF: Certainly. At this point,
the structure isn't being necessarily |loaded with
anyt hing, but a couple of concerns with the trucks.
One, the vibrations. The amount of traffic that
(i naudi bl e) would cause as far as just proximty to
t hose stone foundation and stone walls would play a
part. And also the surcharge load. |If those
materials or containers are placed al ong the sides, or

adj acent to the barn, they're also going to apply a
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| ateral | oading section to those walls. Currently
they' re not supporting anything along those |ines.
Those are the two key areas where those kind of
operations would certainly increase the level of risk
to the integrity of the barn.

MR. TUCKER: And did you form an
opinion as to the cost that would be involved to
update the barn, or restore it in a way to better
stabilize it?

MR. HUFF: That we did. W did prepare
a cost to restore the structure, and the nmagnitude of
t hat cost was roughly $1.8 mllion.

MR. TUCKER: Okay. And that was
submtted to the county, correct?

MR. HUFF: That's ny under st andi ng,
yes.

MR. TUCKER: Just for the record, we
forwarded that. That was in the past week that we
forwarded that to the county for the record.
Hopefully you were able to get a copy of that for
toni ght's heari ng.

OCkay. To relocate the barn like this,
what woul d be involved structurally? And would it be

nore expensive than to restore it inits currently
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| ocati on?

MR. HUFF: [It's certainly our opinion
that the cost to relocate the barn would be
significantly greater than probably the restoration
costs would be. Due to the structure of this building
being stone and nortar. W really don't have the
ability to -- in sone situations we've seen where they
relocate structures to essentially elevate it and nove
it. There would probably be a | ot of careful
denplition, reconstruction of it at a |ocation off
site. So just the logistics involved, the care that's
required, it's al nost extraordinary the magnitude of
cost (inaudible). So pretty extrene, | think.

MR. TUCKER: Is it fair to say you
would literally have to di sassenbl e and reassenbl e
this barn, given the different materials and its age,
versus just picking it up and noving it?

MR. HUFF: Yes. That is a fair
st at enent .

MR. TUCKER: Ckay. Thank you, M.

Huf f .

Lastly, Board nenbers -- and | know |'m

over time, so thank you for indulging me very nuch --

we do have Sandi Zook onli ne. | don't know t hat we
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need to bring her on for any questioning, although you
may have sone question for her, but | just wanted to
give you a summary of her conpany that she works for

It is a conpany called Vintage Wod and
Forged Iron. It's a famly-run business |ocated near
Lancaster, Pennsylvania. They source top-quality
recl ai mred barn wood for reuse in residential and
commercial projects. They have extensive experience
reclaimng and restoring wood from historic
structures. The wood they reclaimmy be used in
fireplace mantl es, decorative beans, flooring,
wai nscotting panels, and other architectural itens.

Here, due to the reclamtion potenti al
of beams | ocated under the roof of the structure,
Vi ntage Wbod intends to carefully renove the wood,
starting at the roof and working downward. There is a
contract that was entered into with this conpany.
It's being updated a bit in terns of scope, after they
visited the site. But we wanted to let the county
know that we will be using this conpany.

It is an effort, certainly, in addition
to the docunentation of the building or the barn the
Uni versity of Del aware has already performed. This

wll be a further effort to preserve and docunent the
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barn through the reuse of its wood, wherever
practical .

Wth that, I will conclude and
certainly will be happy to answer any questions the
best we can that the Board may have this evening.

Certainly, we have taken the position
not to debate the degree of historic significance, or
the | ack thereof, or the degree thereof, | guess, is
the better word to use.

We deci ded, instead, to nove forward
practically and docunent the site, and reuse the
materials at the site as best we can. The stone, |
w il offer because the nortar is not easily cleaned up
and reused, but certainly if there was an entity who
wanted to use that stone, or reuse that stone, we
coul d make arrangenments. This conpany woul d not be
reusing the stone, it would be reusing the wood where
vi abl e.

But the stone would be avail able if
there's an organi zation or two that would like it.
Because of the nortar, it's nore costly to renove the
nortar, we've been told, than to sinply buy new stone,
I f you would, from sonebody who sells those types of

mat eri al s.
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So again, thank you for your patience.
Thank you for the extended tine you offered, it is
much appreciated. Again, we're happy to answer any
guestions you have this evening. Thank you.

MR. JOHNS: Thank you, M. Tucker. Do
we have any questions fromthe Board?

M5. HATCH. Ms. Swadey has her hand
rai sed.

M5. SWADEY: Yes. |'m Nanette Swadey
on the Board, and | just wanted to applaud the
applicant for engaging the reclamation conpany to
sal vage all of the usable tinber fromthe Ellerslie
barn to reduce the environnental inpact of denolition.
| hope future applicants would foll ow your | ead.

MR. TUCKER: Thank you very nuch. W
knew t hat was inportant to folks. W' ve been in
contact, as you m ght inmagine, with Council man
Cartier's office over the past couple of years, and
that was certainly sonmething inportant to himas well.

MR. JOHNS: Thank you.

MR. TUCKER: Thank you.

MS. HATCH: Patel has his hand raised.

MR. PATEL: Shawn, the question is had

was since you have done so nuch work in terns of
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noving forward, and all the studies that you presented
to us, | didn't know whether there was an
opportunities to save that barn. And what woul d be

t he consequences of saving the barn?

MR. TUCKER: Well, | think as we
anal yzed this and thought through it -- and to speak
candidly, the barn use is conpletely inconsistent, in

our opinion, with the industrial use of the property.
And certainly with a port operation.

It would literally be in the m ddl e of
containers that would tower over it. The site is not
publicly accessi bl e unless you have the speci al
security TWC card. And, of course, wth truck
traffic, which would be significant, in and out you
have this additional vibration factor.

So we just see, in weighing everything
-- because certainly historic preservation is
I nportant to all of us in our county -- but weighing
everything, the use is sinply inconpatible with a
heavy i ndustrial port operation that we envision at
the site.

So that's why we're seeking the
denmolition docunentation approach as opposed to the

preservati on approach.
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We provided the report about the cost
sinply because it is required by the county.

Certainly the tax payers of New Castle County have
deep pockets, we'd |like to protect them of course,
whenever we can, and not use those nonies. But we
provided the report with the $1.8 mlIlion estimte
sinply because it was a check the box requirenment with
the county. We do think it would be a burden on

t axpayers, and the nmmi ntenance of it would certainly
be a burden.

Does the state have deep pockets?
Sonebody could say that, certainly, but it is taxpayer
nmoney. And if you, again, envision that -- if we went
back to that original picture, if you really sort of
envision that barn in the m ddle of port operations --
even if you created sone buffer, it really would be,

I n our opinion, respectfully, an inconpatible use.

And when you consi der possibly
relocating, it's not just sinply picking up the barn
as you sonetinmes see with traditional relocations. It
Is literally a disassenble and reassenble. So for
those reasons, M. Patel, we are respectfully
requesti ng approval of the denolition permt and

docunmentation as an effort to preserve the history of
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the structure.

MR. PATEL: Shawn, have you thought
about any kind of a plaque or anything on the ground?
(I naudi bl ) as peopl e woul d be going through, and it
may not have any neani ng because you may not have a
| ot of visitors in that area. But | didn't know have
you t hought about a plaque or sonething along that
line?

MR. TUCKER: That's a great questi on,
and we did talk about that. And ny client certainly
would be willing to purchase a plaque, sort of a
historic -- one of the netal plaques that you see
mar ki ng Del aware Hi storic Landmarks, if that was a
recommendati on of the Board. W would want to | ocate
that, certainly, outside the fence that will surround
this property because of security reasons, but we
woul d certainly be willing to do that outside of the
security fence.

MR. PATEL: Thank you agai n.

MR. TUCKER: Thank you.

MS. HATCH. Ms. Sil ber had her hand
rai sed.

MS. SILBER Hi, thanks. | have a

coupl e of a questions. You had nentioned -- and
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forgive me if | did not understand correctly -- that
you will be putting approxinmately two feet of fill, of
clean topsoil on top of the site if the barn were to
be denolished? Am | correct in that?

MR. TUCKER: \Whet her the barn would be
denol i shed or not, yes. |It's ny understanding. And I
will defer to M. Devine, who's our civil engineer,
who's been involved with the environnmental cleanup
directly with DNREC.

But part of the capping, as |
understand it, because of the contam nants on the
property requires a two-foot capping. And if you'd
li ke, M. Devine can get a little bit nore specific
about why that's necessary as well as the
contam nation that exists at the site.

M5. SILBER: Actually, | have another
gquestion, and this is probably for M chael.

M chael, do you happen to have an
approxi mate i dea of how deep that foundation goes?
know t hat you nentioned that the barn has a dirt
floor, but is there any indication of how far the
foundati on goes bel ow surface?

MR. EMMONS: No. Chad certainly didn't

I nvestigate that. | don't know if the engineers did
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any kind of work to try to figure out how far down
that fieldstone foundation goes. But we did not.

MR. HUFF: We didn't excavate around
the site. | can't inmagine it being any deeper than
maybe one foot, two feet. Actually, | believe the
t hi ckness of the foundation walls being approxi mately
20 inches thick, they al nost serve as their own wal
(i naudi bl e) as far as not necessarily needi ng
addi ti onal concrete below that. But ny understanding,
my (inaudible) it probably wouldn't be too far bel ow
that | ower area grade along the base of the structure.

M5. SILBER: Okay. So then the
cappi ng. Yeah, could sonebody please just kind of
descri be the capping process, then?

MR. TUCKER: Certainly. Brai n Devi ne,
coul d you conference back in and give us an overvi ew?
What's triggering the capping, and how woul d t hat
wor k? How does that actually cone into place and get
roll ed out across the site?

MR. DEVINE: As part of the
redevel opnent, there will be mass regradi ng throughout
the majority of the site. There are sone areas down
by the shoreline that will receive upwards of 20 feet

of fill to allow for porting operations, and then
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there are sone areas that m ght be cut al ong Hay Road.

But through that process, the two foot
cap doesn't have to be filled, but it does have to be,
for intents and purposes, a 100 percent coverage of
the site. To provide that protection to the workers
and the public, fromthe | egacy issues. So it would
either require cutting it, or filling over areas. And
that's a soil that cones fromoff site, you know, that
we test and nmake sure it's clean so that it can
provide that protection fromthe existing site soils.

MR. TUCKER: So the concern, just so
that's clear, is you don't want human contact with the
soil that's on the site today, and this capping would
provide a buffer to mnimze the exposure between
human and soil. |Is that fair?

MR. DEVINE: That's correct, yes.

M5. SILBER: So in regard to the
denolition of the barn, if it were to happen, would
t hat stone foundation be renoved completely? O would
It just be |l eveled, graded, and then capped on top?

MR. DEVINE: |f the barn was to be
removed, the foundation would be renoved in their
entirety. And the site grading would include the

cappi ng at the appropriate el evation.
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M5. SILBER: Ckay. Thank you.

MR. TUCKER: You're very welconme. And
certainly we would, for folks who may want to reclaim
any of the stone we would want to follow all necessary
DNREC procedures to have that cleaned.

MR. JOHNS: Any nore questions fromthe
Board, other than ne?

M5. HATCH. |'m not seeing any hands
rai sed.

MR. JOHNS: Okay. So, M. Tucker, can
you tell me how large this barn is, the square
f oot age?

MR. TUCKER: To be accurate, | woul d,
If you don't mnd, M. Johns, kick the can on that to
M chael , who docunented the various roons in his
report. O large storage areas in his report.

M chael, do you have an approxi nmate
square footage?

MR. EMMONS: Not off the top of ny
head. | think our report said sonething about total
measurenments of 72 or 73 feet long by maybe 35 or so
wi de.

MR. TUCKER: That would be --

MR. PATEL: 22,000 plus square.
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MR. TUCKER: That sounds right.

MR. HUFF: |'mreporting (inaudible)
approxi mate 7,000 square feet per (inaudible) which |
i magi ne i s probably going to junp (inaudible).

MR. TUCKER: And as | recall having
been inside there, there are two |levels and a
basement. If nmy nenory serves.

MR. JOHNS: This question nmi ght be for
Brian, but you discussed possibly filling up to 20
feet along the river. | was just wondering, do you
have any idea what the final grade would be relative
to the grade where this barn is when you're done with
this? | mean, are we tal king about the barn is nore
or less at the finished grade, or is it five feet
bel ow it?

MR. DEVI NE: The barn has sone grade
differential between the two sides, but | think based
on the current projections the final grade is about
| evel with the high side and about five feet above the
| ow si de.

MR. JOHNS: COkay. So kind of |evel
with the second floor? Somewhere around there?

MR. DEVINE: John, this picture is the

northern -- away fromthe river is the high side.
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MR. JOHNS: OCkay. All right. Those
are ny questions. So any other questions fromthe
Board real quick?

We can open it up for public comment.
Does anybody have anything to say in favor of this
application?

M5. HATCH. Councilman Cartier, you
shoul d be able to unnute your m crophone.

COUNCI LMAN CARTI ER:  Yes. Can
everybody hear ne?

ALL: Yes.

COUNCI LMAN CARTIER: | would like to
offer my support for this plan, and the repurposing of
the former site on McDowell River that was occupi ed
| astly by Kaynmoor, and prior to that du Pont as a
titani um di oxi de chem cal plant. And, of course, it
had this remant barn feature fromthe Ellerslie
mansi on period. | think in order to get the ful
utilization of the site, and repurpose it for economc
devel opnent, and growh, and jobs, we need to have
this remant barn structure renoved fromthe site.

But |I'm very supportive of the idea,
and | frankly suggested it to the applicants, that the

barn not be denmpli shed but deconstructed, so that al
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of the historical timnmber and wood associated with this
buil ding, which is full of old growth, |unmber. |
toured it with nmenbers of the Dianond State Port

Cor poration about a year ago. That a lot of this

great historical tinber that conprised the barn can be

reused.

They have contracted with a business
entity that's willing to take that on, and |I'm very
pl eased by that. So that Ellerslie barn can |ive

again and be reused, instead of being consigned to a
landfill. MVhich I think is just a horrible nodel of
how to handl e these old structures which have such
val uable materials in them

And ny hope is that sonme user for the
stone, sone of which is really great blue rock from
our Brandywi ne Hundred W I m ngton blue rock stone
substrate that's in the area, hopefully we can find a
user for that as well.

So I'"mjust going to conclude ny
remar ks, and offer ny support for this very, | think,
progressive plan to deconstruct that barn, renopve it
fromthe site, and prep this great site on the
Del aware River for future econom c devel opnent, | obs,

and growth. Which we all know in New Castle County we
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need these kind of blue collar jobs, and | think it'l]
do a great service for us for the foreseeable future
when that project is realized. Thank you.

MR. JOHNS: Thank you, Council man.
Anybody el se fromthe public like to speak in favor of
this application? | don't see any hands rai sed.

Woul d anybody |i ke to speak agai nst

this application?

M5. HATCH. |'m not seeing any hands
rai sed.

MR. JOHNS: And woul d anybody |ike to
j ust speak about this application? | don't see any

ot her hands rai sed.

M5. HATCH. M chael Emmons does have
hi s hand raised, | believe, just (inaudible) answer
any questions, as well as M. Patel.

MR. EMMONS: Yeah. | just wanted to
speak, not as soneone who was hired to docunent the
barn by the applicant, but as a historic
preservationi st and as an individual who teaches
hi storic preservation at the university |evels.

| think you'll rarely find nme speaking
I n advocacy of tearing down historic structures, but

hi storic preservati ons should serve a public good, and
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| think here we have to neasure the public good of
preserving this barn in a context that's wildly out of
context of what it would have been historically. In
whi ch context will also be far worse.

VWhat's the public good at that point?
Access will be limted to the site, very few people
will see and appreciate it. So | think the applicants
have done the next best thing, which is to preserve as
much as we can by docunenting the barn and its
hi story, and reclaimng through proper deconstruction
historic materials fromthe barn. | think in this
case the public good of econom c devel opnent outwei ghs
t he preservation of a tiny fragnent of what was once a
much broader historical site.

MR. JOHNS: Thank you. Perry, do you
have your hand raised?

MR. PATEL: Yes. | just had a
guestion, Shawn. And again, | don't know how
practical it is. Wat tinbers cannot be used fromthe
site outside and/or being taken by Sandi and the other
groups, is there any potentials that sonme of those
hi storical things could be used in the construction of
the new building? O however that could be used? So

at | east sone of the history would stay with the site?

Veritext Lega Solutions
215-241-1000 ~ 610-434-8588 ~ 302-571-0510 ~ 202-803-8830




© 00 N o o A~ wWw N P

N NN NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O O 0O N O O B W NN —» O

Page 42

MR. TUCKER: That is certainly
sonething, M. Patel, we'd be willing to | ook at.
There will certainly be sone new buil dings, at |east
one large building as | recall.

Brian, would you share with us the
square footage that's going to be built there anew? |
know there is sone square footage we will be adding
per the m nor redevel opnent plan. So that's certainly
sonet hing we could | ook into, M. Patel, and see if we
could carry sone of those materials over, but | doubt
much of it would be wood. Could you maybe use sone of
the stone as a marker at sone point in the buil ding,
or in sone |location? Certainly the plaque you had
suggested, we had tal ked about, we can certainly do
t hat outside the fencing.

| don't see any reason why we coul dn't
explore reusing sone of the material. | think it
woul d probably be a very Iimted anount, given the
updat ed structure that would be built.

MR. PATEL: And | would just bring it
to your attention, as you see the (lnaudible) Athletic
Club in the front between things. | nean, even then
enclosed it is a plaque, it is a sign. Watever and

however we could use sonme off it that would stay with
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the site, and it would have the renmenbrance of the

peopl e as they are passing through.

MR. TUCKER: | understood, M. Patel.

It's certainly sonething that we woul d consi der
i f the Board recommended that, or the county.
MR. PATEL: Thank you, sir.
MR. TUCKER: Thank you.

doi ng

MR. JOHNS: Ckay. That concludes this

appl i cati on.

MR. TUCKER: Thank you, Chairman.

And

t hank you, Board nmenbers, for your tinme this evening

and your indulgence. | know we ran over.

MR. JOHNS: Thank you. W can go on to

t he next application, Betsy, once you've revised the

at t endance.
MS. HATCH: Just one nonent. So

second application this evening is: 2022-0137-H,

our

420

O d Kennett Road Tax Parcel 07-011.00-068. This is on

the south side of O d Kennett Road, southeast of the

i ntersection with OM s Nest Road. It's in Christiana

Hundred, and it's National Register of Historic

Pl aces

Nom nation for Dauneport. Constructed circa 1932,

NC2a Zoning, Council District 2.

Just for the Board's information,

this
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was a certified | ocal governnent project that was
conpleted in conjunction with the Center for Historic
Architecture and Desi gn.

| believe, Kim you should be able to
unnute yourself. And if you do have a presentation,
you can |l et us advance or if you want to share screen
you can (i naudi bl e).

MS. SHOWELL: Can we have the
perm ssion to share screen?

MS. HATCH: Sure.

M5. SHOWELL: All right. And again
this is Kinberly Showel|l presenting.

Dauneport, |ocated near Centreville at
420 A d Kennett Road, is eligible for listing in the
Nati onal Register of Historic Places at the |ocal
| evel under Criterion A and C as a du Pont Famly
Country House, built in a replica style to George
Washi ngton's Mount Vernon. Conm ssioned and desi gned
by wonen.

Dauneport is eligible under Criterion A
as a |late expression of the Anerican Country House
Movenment, and one of the last du Pont famly country
houses constructed in an area of northern Del awar e,

still known as chateau country for its network of
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early du Pont estates.

Under Criterion C, Dauneport reflects
the country house psychol ogy, featuring a grand scale
for viable style architecture, service spaces and
systenms, high | evels of decorative finish, and
recreational and garden rel ated features.

Dauneport is also historically
significant under Criteria A as a replica of Mount
Vernon, built between 1932 and 1933 during the renewed
col onial revival fervor surroundi ng the bicentenni al
bi rt hday of George WAshi ngton.

Under Criterion C Dauneport retains key
features that reflect its Mount Vernon design
inspiration. Including its three-part form two-story
pi azzas, roof cupola, gable dornmers, and brick and
wal I chi meys.

Dauneport is additionally significant
under Criterion A for wonen's history, as it was
desi gned by Mary McLaughlin Craig, one of the nost
prom nent architectural designers during the 1920s and
1930s in Santa Barbara, California. |In collaboration
with her patron and friend, prom nent heiress,
hor sewoman, and phil ant hropi st, Any du Pont.

Dauneport is Craig's only known
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comm ssion in the state of Del aware, and represents
the only known architectural coll aboration between a
woman patron and woman architect for a country house
i n northern Delaware during the early 20th century.

Dauneport's period of significance
begins in 1932, when the construction of the house
began, and ends in 1958, when it's |ast mjor
renovations were finished by a |ater owner to further
enhance its simlarity to Mount Vernon.

Dauneport is a well-preserved,
architecturally district, |ate exanple of a du Pont
fam ly country house in the Brandyw ne Vall ey of
northern Del aware. The country house, or country
pl ace novenent, energed during the late 19th century
in the U S. and spanned the decades roughly between
1880 and 1940.

During that period, the wealth of
I ndustrialists and corporate titans skyrocketed, but
at that sanme tinme the cities where their industries
were typically |l ocated grew increasingly crowded,
dirty, and noisy. To renove thenmselves fromthese
residential environments, and at the sanme tinme
establish thensel ves as part of a new | anded gentry,

weal t hy buil ders acquired tracts of rural |and and
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constructed spraw i ng constructed estates beyond
metropolitan or even suburban areas.

The du Pont famly in Del aware was
sonewhat unique in their residential patterns, because
t hey had established thenselves in the country to
begin with. Since in 1802 E.I. du Pont had built his
home overl ooki ng his dangerous gun powder m | at
Hagl ey on the Brandyw ne River.

For generations afterward, the du Pont
famly clustered in Brandyw ne Valley, building dozens
of country houses over the next century and a half.

The creation of unprecedented anounts
of wealth in the U S. enabled the proliferation of
country estate building, so that by the early 20th
century tens of thousands of famlies could afford to
construct some formof a | arge house outside of the
city on a sprawing piece of |land and participate in
t he country house novenent.

The notivating factors for building
country estates were largely social. To own a country
house was to announce one's status anong a new case of
upper-class Anmericans. But it also allowed literal
physical proximty to exclusive social (inaudible) and

provi ded a stage set for the social and cultural
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rituals of high society.

Social activities often overl apped
with, and reflected a new cultural novement that
enphasi zed nature, the countryside, and the outdoors.
Social and leisurely pursuits sonetinmes invol ved
activities off the estate, such as sporting events at
near by country clubs which were proliferating at the
ti me outside of nost sizeable cities.

Yet the acquisition of substantial |and
for country estates, beyond providing physical and
soci al buffering, privacy, and inherent status, also
afforded a broad range of leisure activities that
enbraced the outdoors and nature. This usually
represented a new use of the land. Wich, in many
cases, was converted fromfarm |l and or other forns of
econom ¢ producti on.

El aborate and extensive fornmal gardens,
typically designed by well-known | andscape architects,
al ong with sunroom sun porches, and patio terraces,
usual ly extended the house's |living space into the
outdoors, blurring the |ine between the inside and
out .

Country houses tended to be grand in

size and scale, usually designed in a historical
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revival style, and often by a prom nent architect to
|l end an air of antiquity and tradition, but also
possessed the | atest nodern conveni ences and

technol ogies. Their architecture usually exhibited a
hi gh | evel of interior finish, as well as designed
accommodati ons for donmestic workers.

Ameri can country houses tended to be
| ocated in rural, or sem -rural |ocations. Usual | y
with a significant ampount of |and, and often with
pi cturesque views and professional |andscapi ng.

The du Pont famly, and their expanding
chem cal conpany, played an enornous role in
establishing country house culture in the Brandyw ne
Valley. And the famly's estates al nost single-
handedly transforned nuch of the | andscape in the
regi on.

During the late 19th century, a group
of new |l arge du Pont famly houses was built west of
t he Brandyw ne River on Kennett Pike. By the tinme of
the Great Depression, the Brandyw ne region north of
W I m ngton was |argely a | andscape of du Pont estates,
and by 1942 the du Ponts had at |east 70 country
houses of 20 acres or nore in the Brandyw ne Vall ey,

spanni ng thousands of acres.
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Dauneport was built for Amy du Pont,
best renmenbered as a phil ant hropi st and ardent
hor sewoman, having been a pioneer in Delaware in the
breedi ng of Hackney horses known for their distinctive
hi gh-stepping trot style and spirit.

Li ke many du Pont country estate
bui l ders, du Pont acquired several adjacent parcels of
| and over two decades, including nultiple farns, to
gradually create a | arger single estate where
Dauneport woul d eventually serve as the central
primary residence.

In addition to the parcels conprising
t he grounds of Dauneport, du Pont had acquired and
operated at |least two other farm properties in the
1910s, both adjacent to the | ater Dauneport site and
related to her equestrian activities. Fairfield Farns
on OM's Nest Road, and Mapl ebrook on Kennett Pike
where she stabl ed her show horses.

Dauneport's architecture, including
it's style, scale, and entertaining-related anenities
was al so typical for country houses. Designed in a
colonial revival style replicating Munt Vernon,
Dauneport boasts nearly 11,000 square feet of living

space. While noderately smaller than many of the
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pal ati al country houses of the period, it was |likely
somewhat scal ed down to reflect the wants and needs of
its original single owner.

As a country house, Dauneport is
characteristically designed for entertaining, with
| arge, highly ornanented formal roons, service areas
for domestic workers, and spaces for outdoor |eisure
and recreation. Including two-story piazzas, a | arge
i n-ground swi mm ng pool, and expansive | awns.

In addition to presenting the Fairfield
Farnms Horse Show in the | ate 1930s, Dauneport played
host to various philanthropic events and soci al
gat herings. Typical for country houses, Dauneport was
al so equi pped with nodern technol ogi es, such as a cal
systemw th bells to rouse donestic workers, as well
as a nodern fire prevention systemin the attic.

Dauneport is also locally significant
as an early architectural collaboration by two wonen.
Desi gned and executed by a successful woman,
architectural designer Mary MlLaughlin Craig, at a
time when there were relatively few Anerican wonen
architects, in collaboration with her friend and
client, Any du Pont.

du Pont broke the nold locally. Not
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only by hiring an architect from California, but also
by hiring a woman. During the early 20th century, the
architectural profession was dom nated by nen, wth
women conprising an estimted two percent of those
working in the field.

During the early 1930s, when Mary Craig
desi gned Dauneport, few wonen were practicing
architecture in any capacity in northern Del aware.

Pl aci ng Dauneport anmong a small handful of known
conm ssions in the state during the late 19th and
early 20th centuries designed by a woman architect or
architectural designer.

Wt hout formal architectural education
or training, Mary Craig set out working as an
architectural designer follow ng the sudden death of
her husband, architect Janmes Osbourne Craig, in 1922,
continuing his practice and working out of his office
I n Santa Bar bar a.

Though unlicensed, Mary Craig nade the
remar kabl e deci sion to continue her |ate husband's
work, partnering with supervising |licensed architect
Ral ph Arm tage, who reviewed and signed off on her
desi gns.

Craig quickly established herself as

Veritext Lega Solutions
215-241-1000 ~ 610-434-8588 ~ 302-571-0510 ~ 202-803-8830




© 00 N o o A~ wWw N P

N NN NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O O 0O N O O B W NN —» O

Page 53

one of the nost influential architectural designers in
Santa Barbara, California during the 1920s and 1930s,
and was known | ocal for her Spanish colonial designs.
Her career, spanning nore than three decades and
culmnating in over 100 projects, was especially

remar kabl e for having taken place within a mal e-

dom nat ed prof essi on.

The col |l aboration between Craig and du
Pont stenms fromtheir friendship formed during the
m d-1920s in California. du Pont spent winters in
Santa Barbara, and in 1920 purchased a | arge residence
as her wnter honme in Montecito namng it Casa del
Sueno, neani ng dr eanmhouse. It was in her time there
that du Pont net Craig, and the two becane friends.

By 1920, du Pont had acquired nore | and
adj acent to her two Del aware farm properties. Soon,
Craig and du Pont were coll aborating to design a
uni que country house to serve as the focal point of
her estate back hone. \While the design of Dauneport
as a Mount Vernon replica was a significant stylistic
departure for Craig, it was very nmuch in the spirit of
the tines.

Associ ated with the Col onial Revival

Movenment, a national architectural trend producing
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Mount Vernon inspired buildings energed at the turn of
the 20th century, spurring its appropriation for both
donestic and comercial buildings, and in a wi de array
of forms. Dauneport is an excellent |ocal exanple of
this building trend, constructed during the hei ght of
its popularity, and coinciding with George

Washi ngton' s birthday bicentennial.

In the aftermath of the Revol utionary
War, the new nation deeply revered the Conti nental
Arnmy's Commander in Chief, General George WAshi ngton,
as an Anerican war hero, ultimately propelling him
into the role of first President of the new republic.
After his death in 1799, Mount Vernon, his (inaudible)
pl antati on home overl ooki ng the Potonmac Ri ver becane
I ncreasingly revered as a tangible |ink to Washi ngton
and his patriotic ideals.

Throughout the first part of the 19th
century, tourism began to devel op broadly, with new
and expanded neans of transportation via turnpikes,
canal s, steanboats, and railroads. Munt Vernon,
natural ly, becane a popul ar destination, and one of
Anerica's first tourist attractions. Munt Vernon's
status as a national icon increased considerably

during the md-19th century, when a group of wonen,
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| ed by Ann Panmel a Cunni ngham fornmed the Mount Vernon
Ladi es Associ ation and fundrai sed enough noney to
purchase the estate.

Through the preservation and publicity
efforts of the association through the late 19th and
into the early 20th centuries, Munt Vernon becane
increasingly large in public nmenory. MIllions flocked
to Washington's plantation, with the historic house
museum beconi ng one of the nost visited in the world.

Wth the rise of the col onial revival
nmovenent in the late 19th and early 20th centuries,
Mount Vernon was further popularized in nodern
culture, serving as a suprene exanple of col onial
donmestic architecture.

The first and nost visible full scale
Mount Vernon replica was constructed at the fanous
1893 World's Fair in Chicago. MIllions visited the
fair, and w tnessed the reconstruction, which hel ped
fuel enthusiasmfor colonial revival styles, and
al nost certainly pronpted other Munt Vernon replicas
across the United States.

By the turn of the 20th century, the
first comm ssions if private residences designed in a

replica style to Mount Vernon, and built for the
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weal t hi est Anericans, began to appear on the
| andscape.

Among the earliest exanples is Hll-

St ead, al so designed by a wonman architect, Theodate
Pope Riddle, built between 1898 and 1901 i n Farm ngham
(sic), Connecticut. As well as Mount Vernon style
alterations conpleted by the firmof MKm Mad &
VWite for The Orchard, the Long Island sumer estate
of wealthy stockbroker Janes L. Breese.

By the 1930s, when Any du Pont built
her own replica at Dauneport, the popularity of Mount
Vernon had reached an all-tine high as a result of
I ncreasing historic tourism enthusiasmfor the
colonial revival, and the bicentennial of George
Washington's birth in 1932.

More reproducti ons of Mount Vernon were
al so showcase at several major fairs, and with the
construction of the George Washi ngton Parkway in 1932,
Mount Vernon becane even nore accessi bl e by
autonmobile, allowing nore visitors to cone see the
former President's house firsthand.

The replication of Mount Vernon was
al so nore fully denocratized during the 1930s, with

the introduction of architectural plans published in
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mai | order catal ogs, and by kit hone manufacturers.
The first was Sears Roebuck & Conpany, introducing to
its 1932 line of mail order homes a nodel with a
central two-story piazza clearly recalling Mount
Ver non.

Built at the height of Munt Vernon's
popul arity, and during the bicentennial of
Washi ngton's birth, Dauneport is an excellent |ocal
exanpl e of a Mount Vernon replica style residence,
i ncorporating its nost iconic architectural features.
It's three-part form painted white, with a |arge
central core and two | ower side w ngs, generally
evokes that of Munt Vernon with it's large main bl ock
and two snmal | er appendi ces attached via curved
ar cades.

Most significantly, Dauneport nodels
Mount Vernon's nost popularly reproduced and
I dentifiable architectural feature, a two-story
pi azza, on not one but both of its |ongitudinal
el evati ons.

Whil e the northwest piazza includes a
second-story bal cony, unlike Munt Vernon, Dauneport's
sout heast piazza was seenm ngly designed to resenble

the riverside elevation of the Virginia plantation
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hone.

Later owners, the News (ph), who called
the estate Mount Vernon Farm al so added Dauneport's
central cupola circa 1958, to further enhance its
simlarities to Mount Vernon. Since 2011, current
owners Kara and Patricia Lyons (ph) have restored the
swi nm ng pool and conpl eted a nunmber of renovations
and upgrades, while carefully preserving the grandeur
of the honme. Thank you.

MR. JOHNS: Thank you. Do you have any
questions fromthe Board? Karen?

M5. HATCH. Ms. Anderson (i naudible).

M5. ANDERSON:. Yes. | really
appreciate this report and this review. | am saddened
that there is nothing incorporated in here that speaks
about the support that was provided by the black
servants and the black builders that built this, as
wel | as Mount Vernon. There is a lot witten about
Mount Vernon, and how the bl acks were left out of that
part of history. It is unfortunate that it sounds

li ke that is not incorporated.

| nmean, | hear a |ot here about Mount
Vernon, but it's very limted. | guess |I'mtaking
this very personal. As a child, | went to sonme of
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t hese so-called mansi ons, and places of great wealth,
but | had to go in the back door with ny great-great-
great-grandnother. So it's unfortunate that that's
not part of this history.

MR. JOHNS: Thank you. Jean, you have
your hand raised?

M5. HERSHNER: | do. Although I'm so
sorry to follow those comments, because Karen nakes
excel l ent points there.

| did want to say with this application
that what | do really appreciate about it is that it
hi ghlights the work to wonen in a tinme period when
this isn't sonething that wonen typically did. So,
for that reason, | really appreciate that.

| did have a question, though. So was
there a particular notivation for submtting this
application at this nmonent in tinme?

MS. SHOWELL: Well, and | have sone
col | eagues on the call, and | don't know if Betsy
wants to weigh in. This was selected, | want to say
maybe beginning in early 2020, trying to highlight
wonmen's history in the state because we really didn't
have great representation for national register sites.

That was originally our main intent, was trying to
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hi ghl i ght wonen's history here.

MS. HERSHNER: Thank you.

MR. JOHNS: Thank you. Any ot her
guestions fromthe Board? Coments fromthe Board?
Perry?

MR. PATEL: | didn't know whether it
was possible, or that there's any appendix, or if you
could find anything that is what Karen's concern was
in terns of adding to the report. Although the report
m ght be conplete and it could not be anything but an
appendi x, that recognizes the work. | don't know
whet her you could find as nuch.

Karen i s passionate, and we are all
and maybe that is a way we could find out. | didn't
know whet her there was any addendum appendi X,
anything that is appropriate. And if it's too |ate,
then it's nmy apol ogy.

M5. HATCH: | can answer that, if that
hel ps. | think we would definitely (inaudible) we all
wor ked together on the research and | think
(i naudi ble) follow ng the neeting (inaudible) I think
that it's too late at this point. But it's definitely
val ued feedback fromthe Board, that we shoul d be

| ooking into these denom nations in society
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(i naudi bl ) the Board (i naudible).

MR. PATEL: Thank you.

MR. JOHNS: Thank you. Ckay, if nobody
el se has any coments we can open it up for public
comment. Does anybody want to speak in favor of this
application?

MS. HATCH. M chael Emmmons? You shoul d
be able to unnute yourself.

MR. EMMONS: Can you guys hear ne?

MR. JOHNS: Yes.

MR. EMMONS: So, M chael Empbns, Center
for Historic Architecture and Design. So obviously |
work for the center that put together this nom nation,
| think Kimdid an excellent job on this presentation.
Thank you, Kim

To address Karen's comments, |'ma
little irritated because | am sensitive to questions
of historic presentation right now as far as
underrepresented people, honoring fuller stories, the
vari ous people that were involved with historical
sites, but in this case |I don't think we have any
connections to any -- certainly slavery. This house
was built in 1932. But even bl ack | aborers.

| think, if | recall, we were unable to
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uncover even that nuch detailed information about the
contractors who built this house for Any du Pont. So,
certainly, if we had been able to uncover stories like
that, we would have incorporated that into the
narrative, and into our interpretation of this
property.

| think we were able to find alittle
bit of information about sone of the donestic help
t hat worked on the estate, but | think that
i nformati on was even fairly |imted.

So I just want to nmake sure we clarify
here that this is not Mouunt Vernon. This is a house
built in 1932, and | think we told the fullest story
we could with the records we were able to uncover wth
this property.

But we're certainly open to anyone who
has any other further information that ties this nore
directly to any kind of underrepresented stories.

We' d be happy to incorporate that into the
significance di scussion.

MR. JOHNS: Thank you. Perry, your
hand is still raised.

MR. PATEL: | amdone, sir. Thank you.

Sorry for that.
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MR. JOHNS: All right.

M5. HATCH. |1'd just like to reflect
t hat Rafael Zahral ddin has joined the neeting.

MR. JOHNS: Good. So would anybody
else like to speak fromthe public in favor of this
application?

M5. HATCH: |'m not seeing any further
hands rai sed.

MR. JOHNS: Ckay. Wuld anybody I|ike
to speak against this application? | don't see
anybody. Does anybody want to just speak about this
appl i cation?

M5. HATCH. |'m not seeing any hands
rai sed. Ms. Anderson does have her hand raised.

MR. JOHNS: Karen?

MS. ANDERSON: Yes. | do not
appreciate M. Emmons' comment about hi m bei ng
irritated with those who want to broaden the
I ncl usi veness when it cones to historicism So |
certainly heard what he had to say in regards to
whet her or not they found sonething about contractors
or donestic workers, and that is nuch appreciated.
However, to be irritated because soneone brings up a

point like this, |I think, is unfortunate. It is
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sonet hing that needs to be brought out and tal ked
about, and it shouldn't irritate people. It should
just be sonmething that is discussed.

And | certainly heard him he said he
| ooked into it, and that is very nmuch appreci at ed.
And that's really all that is being asked for. |
don’t think that it is grounds for irritation. |
think it's time for people to start working together
to broaden our historical outlook, and | woul d just
appreci ate that approach. And I feel like |I heard
him and it sounded |ike he did do that. So | don't
see that there was any roomfor irritation when
sonething like this is being brought up. Thank you.

MR. JOHNS: Thank you, Karen. We

appreciate your insight into the history of the United

St at es.
Does anybody el se have any comments?
M5. HATCH: M chael Emmons does have
his hand raised. | wll defer to you, M. Johns,
(i naudi bl e) .

MR. JOHNS: Okay. Seeing none, |
suppose, M ke?
MR. EMMONS: Yeah. | just want to --

Karen, | apologize | used the word irritated. | think
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where that's comng from just so you understand, is |
know t he gigantic amount of hard work that went into
this nomnation, and it felt |ike an attack on the
nom nati on when | knew we did as much as we could. W
al ways do as nuch as we can to uncover the full est
story possible, for |lots of reasons.

And | certainly think we worked hard.
Wth a property built in 1932, you woul d expect to
maybe -- especially of someone that's so high stature,
you mi ght expect to be able to tell a nmuch fuller
story, because there's just nore historical docunents.
But we were really frustrated, especially because of
COVID, and a lot of archives being closed and things.
But even once they opened up we had a hard tine
uncovering as many docunents about the construction
and history of this place as you m ght think there
were. So that's why | said that. | am synpathetic to
your perspective, absolutely, and I want you to know -
- I think you do know -- that Chad has worked hard to
nom nate a couple of historic black churches to the
nati onal register just in the last year and a half.
Churches we had to fight hard to nom nate and get
t hrough the process. And it's sonething that's

| nportant to us as wel |.
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So overall, | agree with you, Karen. |
think what | was just trying to get across here is
that | think with this particular property we told the
full est story we could, and we're open to telling a
fuller story if anyone has any further informtion
that helps us tell a nore diverse story here.

MS. ANDERSON: Thank you, M. EmDnNS.

| appreciate that. And just to be clear, | believe
that this report is very well done. | think you guys
did an excellent job on it. | went through it, |

reviewed it, it was really detailed. A lot of the
I nformation was very interesting, and it is very nuch
appreciated. Thank you. Thank you, Kim Showell and
M chael Empbns, and the rest of the team that worked
on it.

MR. JOHNS: Ckay. Barb?

M5. SILBER: Hi. Yeah, I'd like to

chime in on sone of the thenes that | observed and

listened to during this discussion. | think nmaybe one
of the things -- and this is not related to this
particular nom nation -- but | think the context of

the country house is a context that lends itself well
for providing a context that has many perspectives, in

regard to the owners of the property, the people who
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conm ssi oned them the people who designed them the
peopl e who worked at these pl aces.

And | think this idea of the country
house context is nmaybe sonmething, in a future historic
context for the state, is a place where many of these
perspectives and stories can be presented and
expl ored, as we nove further into research on
properties in general.

But that's all | had to say. Real
gui ck, a good exanple is what we see with this
nom nation is wonen architects, and wonmen
conmm ssi oni ng houses. This is a story that not many
people realized as well.

MR. JOHNS: Thank you. Does anybody
el se want to make a final coment? |'m not seeing any
new hands raised. W can nove on to the next
application.

M5. HATCH. All right. So I'mgoing to
bring up the PowerPoint presentation. So our | ast
application this evening up before (inaudible) is
2022-0141-H. This is a draft ordinance to amend New
Castl e County Code, Chapter 6, Building Code, Article
12, Violation, Enforcenent, and Penalties regarding

t he schedul e of fees associated with demolition

Veritext Lega Solutions
215-241-1000 ~ 610-434-8588 ~ 302-571-0510 ~ 202-803-8830




© 00 N o o A~ wWw N P

N NN NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O O 0O N O O B W NN —» O

Page 68

permts.

Counci | wman Dur ham you shoul d be abl e
to share your screen if you have (inaudible).

Ot herwi se, we can just use the screen we have here.

COUNCI LWOVMAN DURHAM  Thank you so
much. And thank you to all the nmenbers of the Board
for allowing this discussion tonight. | knowit's
running late for you all to get to this point, and |
don't want to take up a lot of your tinme. But ny
thinking was to try to bring you this proposed
ordi nance before introducing it, and get your
f eedback. The nore feedback the better, to nake is a
stronger, better ordinance before we take the steps of
formally introducing it.

Sorry, Betsy, | don't have anything to
share, if you want to take that down. | nean, | could
put it up, but hopefully everyone saw it in their
packets, and we can just talk about it.

The issue of the current fee structure
for denmolitions was actually brought to ne by a forner
menber of the HRB, and a constituent. And | was just
actually kind of flabbergasted by the current fee
structure for denolitions.

And so we went to NACO, which is the
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Al l'iance of Counties, and they often to research for
us to kind of see what's going on around the country.
If there are other ordinances in place el sewhere that
we can |l ook to and nodel after. So they did send ne
sone ot her exanples of what sone other counties charge
for denolition.

So we kind of nulled over those
exanpl es and put together the draft that was sent to
you all. But we haven't had a | ot of discussion about
it, and | just wanted to get your feedback. As you
can see in the draft, it seemed weird to nme that a
single famly dwelling pays nore, for instance, than a
multi-famly dwelling of any size. And the fees are
so | ow.

And then when you add in the fact that
there's nothing specific for historic structures, to
sort of deter applications for denolition, we wanted
totry to add in sonething that woul d maybe nake
people think a little harder about com ng before you
for denmolitions. Another thought was that naybe a
pi ece of these fees could be put towards a
preservation fund that could go towards grants, or
sonmet hing |ike that.

Anyway, hopefully you've all had a
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chance to at |east |ook at the draft ordi nance, and |
was just | ooking for feedback to get your thoughts.
The other fees that | think are shown in blue in the
ordi nance regardi ng other things, other types of fees,
| haven't delved into, and | have not yet received any
f eedback fromthe Land Use Departnment on whet her
they'd like to change any of those other fees.

But we were specifically |ooking at
fees that were charged for denolition permts, and
hoping to add in sonmething that related to denolition
of historic structures. And then the thinking was,
well, what if soneone denolished sonething without a
permt, and what would they be charged in retrospect?

Anyway, | throw that out there. | was
just hoping to get sone feedback if anyone has any
t houghts on this issue. The current code and what we
m ght do with it.

M5. HATCH. Ms. Swadey has her hand
rai sed.

MS. SWADEY: Yes, Councilwoman Dur ham
| was wondering. The preanble of your proposed
ordi nance encourages reuse of existing materials and
buil di ngs that are to be denolished, which woul d

reduce the stream of waste. And earlier this evening
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we had an application in which the applicant has
engaged a reclamation conpany to dismantle it and
remove all the usable tinber for the Ellerslie barn,
and it's going to be sold for other projects.

| was wondering, based on your | anguage
i n your preanble, are you planning to propose an
ordi nance that would nmake reuse of materials from
denol i shed historic buildings nmandat ory?

COUNCI LMOVAN DURHAM  To nmke reuse of
mat eri al s mandat ory?

M5. SWADEY: Yes. For denolition --

COUNCI LWOVAN DURHAM  Yeah. That's not
sonet hi ng we had tal ked about doing in this particular
ordi nance, but that's sonething certainly | amvery
Interested in and we could ook at. | don't know if
It belongs in this ordi nance, but welcone any ideas
you have about doing sonething al ong those |ines.

M5. SWADEY: It just seened, based on
t he | anguage i n your preanble, that you were thinking
of doing that in the future. So | was just wondering.

COUNCI LWOVAN DURHAM  Not specifically,
but it is sonmething that we've been tal ki ng about | ust
I n general. Because obviously the reuse of materials

I's much nore desirable than having themgo to the
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| andfill.

M5. SWADEY: Right. Thank you.

COUNCI LWOVAN DURHAM  Yep.

M5. HATCH. |'m not seeing any hands
rai sed fromthe Board nenbers.

MR. JOHNS: All right. Do we want to
open this up for public coment? Anybody like to
speak in favor of the proposed ordi nance as presented?
| don't know if anybody in the public can actually see
what was presented, because we got it in our packet.
They may not have it.

COUNCI LWOVAN DURHAM  Yeah. | did not
see it in the online agenda center packet.

MR. JOHNS: We do have sonebody wth
their hand rai sed.

M5. HATCH: Yes. Kevin Caneco has his
hand rai sed. Now you should be able to unnute.

MR. JOHNS: Great. Kevin?

MR. CANECO. Okay. Yep, can you hear

me?

MR. JOHNS: Yes.

MR. CANECO Hey. Good evening to the
Board and to Council man Durham | just want to say,

as a nenber of the general public, and al so sonebody
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that's been involved in preservation issues before
this Board in southern New Castle County, that | think
this is a great step in that process of -- the UDC was
witten a long tinme ago to the slant of many in the
devel opnent conmmunity. And as we go through this
process of the Historic Review Board, you have very
wel | -conpensated attorneys that cone before you, and |
think this is an extra nmeasure to protect the public
and those who want to work towards historic
preservati on.

Most of your denolition permts do not
conme fromordinary citizens. Like | said, the cone
fromwell-funded devel opers who are in the revenue of
$20- to $30 mllion dollars in sone capacities. This
woul d not pose a burden on them however it would
allow the fairness of the equality of the presentation
to | think just be evened out a little bit with the
public. And as Councilman Durhamsaid, a little of a
deterrent to those who may want to denolish. Since we
are dealing with businesses that are | ooking at profit
and the bottomline over historic preservation .

So, yeah, | think it's a great first
step. | thank Council man Dur ham for bringing them up

and | hope it eventually wll becone |aw. Thank you.
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COUNCI LWOVAN DURHAM  Thank you, M.
Caneco. If | could just add for the public record,
because | think not everyone could access the draft
that was in the Board' s packet.

The current code for demplition of a
residential structure, other than a single-famly
dwelling, is $80. And for a single-famly dwelling
and non-residential structures is $130. That's all we
say right now. W don't say anything about historic
structures, we don't say anything about whether if you
denol i sh sonething without a permt, whether it's
hi storic or not.

So, as | said, we | ooked around the
country and we found sone ot her exanples. And the
draft ordi nance i s based on those, which sort of has a
proposal for sort of a tiered fee structure, for
whet her it's historic or not, and whether you
denolished it with or without a permt.

So | think the maxi mrum w thout a permt
is proposed to be $2500. So it's still not a
deterrent for, as M. Caneco inplies, soneone that can
wel |l -afford to just pay that fee and be done with it,
but | do think that sonething needs to be done to

bring these fees nore in alignment with 2022.
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MR. JOHNS: Thank you.
COUNCI LWOVAN DURHAM  So | wel conme any

MR. JOHNS: Anyone else --

COUNCI LWOMAN DURHAM  Sorry. | wel conme
any feedback anyone m ght have, at any tine.

MR. JOHNS: Anyone else like to speak
in favor of this proposed ordi nance.

M5. HATCH. |'m not seeing any further
menmbers fromthe public. | wll say that --

MR. JOHNS: Anybody want to speak
agai nst this proposed ordi nance? | don't see any
hands rai sed. Does anybody just want to speak
generally about it? | see no hands rai sed.

MS. HATCH: Just for the record, | did
want to note the packet was |linked in the chat so
t hose on the call can access the packet that was
onl i ne.

MR. JOHNS: Karen, | see your hand is
rai sed.

MS. ANDERSON: Yes, thank you. | just
had a question. So denolition without permt is $1
per 100 square foot for single famly. Then if you go

down to the subparagraph under there, where the
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denolition is a permt. \Were the building or
property was eligible for historic overlay, it's still
$1 per square foot.

" mjust wondering about that, because
when you | ook at denolition permt above, under
denolition permt application, the cost per square
foot increases when you denolish without a permt an
eligible historic overlay district. Am 1| naking sense
there? So --

COUNCI LMOVAN DURHAM  Yes, | think so.
And | hear what you're saying. |[|'ll take a | ook at
t hat .

MS. ANDERSON: So just taking one
exanple, single famly residence goes from.3 to .5
per 100 square feet there. But when you denolish
wi thout a permt it goes from$l to $1. So no
addi tional .

MR. JOHNS: The m ni mum does go --

MS. ANDERSON: There's no additional
notivation there.

COUNCI LWOVAN DURHAM  Right. | hear
you and --

MR JOHNS: -- from $500 to $2500. So.

COUNCI LWOVAN DURHAM  But | think that

Veritext Lega Solutions
215-241-1000 ~ 610-434-8588 ~ 302-571-0510 ~ 202-803-8830




© 00 N o o A~ wWw N P

N NN NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O O 0O N O O B W NN —» O

Page 77

Karen's point is valid, and we'll take a |ook at that.
Thank you.

MR. JOHNS: Ckay. Thank you, Karen.
Anyone else like to nake a comrent, ask a question?
"' m not seeing any hands raised, so | think we can end
this application. And we go on to the Preservation
Pl anners Report.

MS. HATCH: | didn't have a ful
report. Just that the HRB will be deliberating on
these itens at the April 5, 2022 busi ness neeti ng.
That's all | had.

MR. JOHNS: Okay. Thank you, Betsy.
So we open it up for public comment. |Is there anybody
who has anything that they would |like to say? Karen,
| see your hand is still raised. |Is that --

MS. ANDERSON: Ch, sorry.

MR. JOHNS: No problem |'m not seeing
any hands raised fromthe public. So, do I hear a
noti on for adjournnment.

MR. PATEL: | nmake a notion to adjourn
t he neeti ng.

MR. JOHNS: Second?

MS. ANDERSON: | second.

MR. JOHNS: Thank you. All in favor.
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MR. JOHNS: Anybody not wanting to

adjourn? Not hearing any. | think we're adjourned.

Thank you very nuch.

MR. PATEL: Thank you.

(Wher eupon, this hearing concluded.)
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